Gateless Gate #1: JOSHU’S DOG

A monk once asked Joshu, "Has a dog the Buddha-Nature? Joshu answered，"Mu!" (No)

Gateless Gate #2: HYAKUJO’S FOX

Whenever Hyakujo delivered a sermon, a certain old man was always there listening to it together with the monks; when they left the Hall, he left also. One day, however, he remained behind, and Hyakujo said to him, "Who may you be?" The old man replied, "Yes; I am not a human being. In the far distant past, in the time of Kasho Bud­dha, I was the head monk here. On one occasion a certain monk asked me whether an enlightened man could fall again under the chain of cause and effect, and I answered that he could not. Thus I have for five hundred lives been reborn a fox. I now beg you to release me from this rebirth by causing a change of mind through your words." Then he asked Hyakujo, "Can an en­lightened man fall again under the chain of cause and effect or not?" Hyakujo answered, "No one can set aside (the law of) cause and effect." The old man immediately became enlightened, and making his bows, he said, "I am now released from rebirth as a fox and my body will be found on the other side of this mountain. I wish to make a request of you. Please bury me as a dead monk." Hyakujo had the karmadana, or deacon, beat the clapper and informed the monks that after the midday meal there would be a funeral service for a dead monk. The monks thought this odd, as all were in good health, nobody was in the hospital, and they wondered what the reason could be for this order. After they had eaten, Hyakujo led them to the foot of a rock on the farther side of the mountain, and with his staff poked out the dead body of a fox and had it cremated.
In the evening Hyakujo ascended the rostrum in the Hall and told the monks the whole story. Obaku thereupon asked the following question: "This old man made a mistake in his answer, and suffered reincarnation as a fox five hundred times, you say. But suppose every time he answered he had not made a mistake, what would have happened then?" Hyakujo replied, "Just come here to me, and I’ll tell you the answer!" Obaku then went up to Hyakujo and boxed his ears. Hyakujo, clapping his hands and laughing, ex­claimed, "I thought the barbarian had a red beard, but here is another one with a red beard!"

Gateless Gate #3: GUTEI’S FINGER

Whatever he was asked (concerning Zen) Gutei simply stuck up one finger. At one time he had an acolyte, whom a visitor asked, "What is the essential point of your master’s teaching?" The boy just stuck up one finger. Hearing of this, Gutei cut off his finger with a knife. As the boy ran out of the room screaming with pain, Gutei called to him. When he turned round his head, Gutei stuck up one finger. The boy suddenly became enlightened.
When Gutei was about to die, he said to the assembled monks, "I received this one-finger-Zen from Tenryu. I used it all my life, but did not exhaust it." When he had finished saying this, he entered into his eternal rest.

Gateless Gate #4: WAKUAN’S "WHY NO BEARD?"

Wakuan said, "Why has the Western Barbarian no beard?"

Gateless Gate #5: KYOGEN’S MAN-UP-A-TREE

Kyogen said, "It’s like a man (a monk) up a tree, hanging from a branch with his mouth; his hands can’t grasp a bough, his feet won’t reach one. Under the tree there is another man, who asks him the meaning of Daruma’s coming from the West. If he doesn’t answer, he evades his duty. If he answers, he will lose his life. What should he do?"

Gateless Gate #6: THE BUDDHA’S FLOWER

Once when the World-Honoured One, in ancient times, was upon Mount Grdhrakuta, he held up a flower before the congregation of monks. At this time all were silent, but the Venerable Kasyapa only smiled. The World-Honoured One said， "I have the Eye of the True Law, the Secret Essence of Nirvana, the Formless Form, the Mysterious Law-Gate. Without relying upon words and letters, beyond all teaching as a special transmission, I pass this all on to Mahakasyapa."

Gateless Gate #7: JOSHU’S WASHING THE BOWL

A monk said to Joshu, "I have just entered this monastery. I beg you to teach me." Joshu asked, "Have you eaten your rice-gruel." "I have," re­plied the monk. "Then", said Joshu, "go and wash your bowl (s)." The monk was enlightened.

Gateless Gate #8: KEICHU’S WHEEL

Gettan said to a monk, "Keicha made a hun­dred carts. If we took off the wheels and removed the axle, what would then be obvious?"

Gateless Gate #9: DAITSU CHISHO

A monk asked [Sei]jo of Koyo and said, "Daitsu Chisho Buddha did zazen for ten kalpas in a Meditation Hall, and could neither manifest the truth, nor enter the Buddha-Way. Why was this?" Seijo said, "Your question is a very appropriate one." The monk persisted, "Why did he not attain Buddhahood by doing zazen in the Meditation Hall?" Seijo replied, "Because he didn't."

Gateless Gate #10: SOZAN AND POOR SEIZEI

A monk, Seizei by name, said to Sozan, UI am a poor destitute monk. I beg you to bestow upon me the alms of salvation." Sozan said, "Acarya Seizei!" "Yes, Sir?" replied Seizei. Sozan said, "Someone has drunk three bowls of the wine of Haku of Seigen, but asserts that he has not yet moistened his lips."

Gateless Gate #11: JOSHU’S HERMITS

Joshu went to a hermit’s and said, "Anything here? Anything here?" The hermit lifted up his fist. Joshu said, "The water is too shallow to anchor here," and went away. He went to another hermit’s, and said, "Anything here? Anything here?" The hermit lifted up his fist. Joshu said, "Freely you give, freely you take away. Freely you bestow life, freely you destroy," and made a profound bow.

Gateless Gate #12: ZUIGAN’S CALLING THE MASTER

Every day Zuigan (Shi)gen used to call to him­ self, "True Self!"，and would answer, "Yes?" "Awake! Awake!" he would cry, and "Yes! Yes!" he would answer. "From now onwards, do not be despised by others, do not let them make a fool of you!’’ "No, I will not!"

Gateless Gate #13: TOKUSAN’S BOWL

One day Tokusan came towards the refectory from the Meditation Hall, carrying his bowls. Seppo called out to him, "Where are you off to with your bowls, when the bell has not rung and the drum has not been struck." Tokusan went back at once to his own room. Seppo told this occurrence to Ganto, who remarked, "Tokusan though he is, he has not penetrated into the deepest truth, the last word of Zen." Hearing of this, Tokusan sent an acolyte to ask Ganto to come, and said to him, "Have you any criticism to make of me?" Ganto whispered his meaning to him. Saying nothing Tokusan took leave of him. The next day, ascending the rostrum, Tokusan was different from before. Ganto, going towards the front of the Hall, clapping his hands and laughing, said, "What a happy thing! The old man has got hold of the last word of Zen. From now onwards nobody will be able to take a rise out of him!"

Gateless Gate #14: NANSEN’S CAT-KILLING

Once, when the monks of the Western and Eastern Halls were quarrelling about a cat, Nansen, holding up the cat, said, "You monks! If (any of) you can speak (a word of Zen) I will spare the cat, otherwise I will kill it!" No one could answer, so Nansen killed it. In the eve­ning, Joshu came back from somewhere, and Nansen told him what had happened. Joshu thereupon took off his shoe, put it on his head, and walked off. Nansen said, "If only you had been there, I could have saved the cat!"

Gateless Gate #15: TOZAN’S STRIPES

Tozan came to learn from Ummon, and was asked by him, "Where have you come from?" "From Sato," he replied. "Where were you dur­ing the summer?" "I was at Hoji Temple in Konan Province." "When did you leave there?" "On the twenty fifth of August." Ummon burst out, "A beating is what you want!" The next day Tozan came and knelt before Ummon, and said, "Yesterday I was (to be) beaten by you. I did and said nothing I shouldn’t. What did I do wrong?" Ummon said, "You dirty big belly bag! What did you come from Kozei and Konan for?" Suddenly Tozan came to a realisation.

Gateless Gate #16: UMMON’S SEVEN-FOLD ROBE

Ummon said, "The world is vast and wide; for what is it you put on your seven-piece robe at the sound of the bell?"

Gateless Gate #17: ECHU’S THREE CALLS

The National Teacher called the attendant three times, and three times he answered. The National Teacher said, "I thought I had transgressed against you, but it seems that you transgressed against me."

Gateless Gate #18: TOZAN’S THREE POUNDS OF FLAX

A monk asked Tozan, "What is the Buddha?" He replied, "Three pounds of flax."

Gateless Gate #19: NANSEN’S ORDINARY MIND

Joshu asked Nansen, "What is the Way?" Nansen answered, "Your ordinary mind, that is the Way." Joshu said, "Does it go in any par­ ticular direction?’’ Nansen replied, "The more you seek after it, the more it runs away." Joshu: "Then how can you know it is the Way?" Nan­sen: "The Way does not belong to knowing or not knowing. Knowing is illusion. Not knowing is lack of discrimination. When you get to this unperplexed Way, it is like the vastness of space, an unfathomable void, so how can it be this or that, yes or no?" Upon this Joshu came to a sudden realisation.

Gateless Gate #20: SHOGEN’S STRONG MAN

Shogen said, "Why is it that a man of great strength cannot lift up his own legs?" [Or, "Why does an enlightened man not stand up for Zen?’’] And again, "It is not with our tongue that we speak."

Gateless Gate #21: UMMON’S SHIT-STICK

A monk asked Ummon, "What is the Buddha?" "It is a shit-wiping stick," replied Ummon.

Gateless Gate #22: KASHO’S FLAG-POLE

Anan asked Kasho, "The World-honoured One transmitted to you the surplice of golden cloth; did he transmit anything else to you? Kasho called him and said, "Anan!’’ "Yes?" said Anan. "Knock down the flagpole at the gate" said Kasho.

Gateless Gate #23: ENO’S GOOD-AND-EVIL

The 6th Patriarch was pursued by Monk Myo up to Daiyurei. The Patriarch, seeing Myo com­ing, laid the robe and the bowl on a rock, and said to him: "This robe represents the faith; is it to be fought for? I allow you to take them away." Myo tried to lift them up, but they were as heavy as a mountain; they would not budge. Hesitating and trembling, he said, "I came for the Doctrine, not for the robe. I beg you to teach your servant!" The Patriarch said, "Do not think, ‘This is good!’ This is bad!’ At such a moment, what is the Original Self of Monk Myo?" At this, Myo was all at once greatly enlightened; his whole body was covered with sweat. With tears flowing he made obeisance, and asked, "Beside the secret words and the secret meaning is there anything else, deeper still?" The Patriarch answered, "You have realised your True Self, and anything deeper belongs to you alone." Myo said, "When I was at Obai together with the other monks, I never realised what my true self was. Now I have received from you instruction. It is like a man drinking water himself, and knowing whether it is cold or warm. You are my master!" The Patriarch said, "We both have Obai for our teacher. Hold fast to what you have learned from him!"

Gateless Gate #24: FUKETSU’S SPEECH AND SILENCE

A monk asked Fuketsu, "Both speech and silence transgress; how can we not do so?" Fuketsu said,
"I often think of Konan in march;
The partridge chirps among the scented flowers."

Gateless Gate #25: KYOZAN’S DREAM-SERMON

Kyozan dreamed a dream. He thought he went to Maitreya’s place, and sat down in the 3rd seat. A monk there struck with a gavel and said, "To­ day, the sermon is to be given by the one in the 3rd seat." Kyozan stood up, struck with the gavel and said, "The truth of Makaen is beyond the Four Propositions and transcends the Hundred Negations. Hear the Truth!"

Gateless Gate #26: TWO MONKS’ BLIND-ROLLING

Hogen of Seiryo went to the hall to speak to the monks before the midday meal. He pointed at the bamboo blinds. At this moment, two monks went and rolled them up. Hogen said, "One has it, the other hasn’t."

Gateless Gate #27: NANSEN’S NO MIND, NO BUDDHA

A monk asked Nansen, "Is there a truth which no one has taught?" Nansen replied, "There is." "What is this truth," said the monk, "which no one has so far taught?" Nansen answered, "It is not mind; it is not Buddha; it is not things."

Gateless Gate #28: RYUTAN’S CANDLE

Tokusan went one night to Ryutan to ask for his teaching. At last Ryutan said, "It is late; you had better go back." Tokusan made his bows, lifted the blind and went out. Seeing how dark it was outside, he came back in, and said, "It’s dark out there." Ryutan lit a lantern and handed it to him. Tokusan was about to take it, when Ryutan blew it out. At this Tokusan was en­lightened. He made obeisance. "What have you realised?" asked Ryutan. Tokusan replied, ''From now on I will not doubt what you have said." The next day Ryutan ascended the rostrum and declared, "Among you there is a chap whose fangs are like the sword-tree, his mouth a blood-bowl. Strike him with a stick, he won’t turn his head to look at you. Some day or other he will climb to the highest of all peaks and establish my Way there." Tokusan then made a bonfire of his com­mentaries on the sutras in front of the Hall, and declared, "All the most profound teachings are like a single hair in vast space. The farthest ex­treme of human wisdom is a drop of water thrown into a deep ravine." Having burnt up all his notes he took his departure.

Gateless Gate #29: ENO’S FLAG

The wind was flapping a temple flag, and two monks were having an argument about it. One said the flag was moving, the other that the wind was moving; and they could come to no agreement on the matter, however they argued back and forth. The Patriarch said, "It is not that the wind is moving; it is not that the flag is moving; it is that your honourable minds are moving." The two monks were struck with awe.

Gateless Gate #30: BASO’S VERY MIND

Daibai asked Baso, "What is the Buddha?" Baso answered, "The mind is the Buddha."

Gateless Gate #31: JOSHU’S OLD WOMAN

A monk of Joshu’s asked an old woman the way to Taizan. She said, "Go straight on." After the monk had taken three or five steps, she said, "This monk also goes off like that.’’ Afterwards, another monk told Joshu about this, and Joshu said, "Wait a bit; I’ll go and investigate this old lady for you." The next day off he went, and asked the same question and got the same reply. On returning, Joshu said to the congregation of monks, "I’ve investigated the old lady of Taizan for you."

Gateless Gate #32: BUDDHA AND THE NON-BUDDHIST

A Non-Buddhist said to the Buddha, "I do not ask for words; I do not ask for silence." Buddha just sat quietly. The Non-Buddhist said admir­ingly, "The compassion of the World-Honoured One has opened the clouds of my illusion, and has enabled me to enter on the Way." Making his salutations, he departed. Ananda then asked Buddha, "What was it this Non-Buddhist realised, that he so praised you?" The World-Honoured One replied, "A high-class horse moves at even the shadow of the whip."

Gateless Gate #33: BASO’S NO BUDDHA

A monk asked Baso, "What is the Buddha?" Baso answered, "Not mind, not Buddha."

Gateless Gate #34: NANSEN’S NO WAY

Nansen said, "The mind is not the Buddha; knowledge is not the Way."

Gateless Gate #35: GOSO ANS SEI’S SOUL

Goso asked a monk, "Sei’s being separated from her soul,—which was the real person?"

Gateless Gate #36: GOSO’S NO WORDS OR SILENCE

Goso said "When you meet a man of the Way on the way, do not greet him with words; do not greet him with silence; tell me, how will you greet him?"

Gateless Gate #37: JOSHU’S OAK TREE

A monk asked Joshu, "What did Daruma come to China for?" Joshu answered, "The oak tree in the (temple) front garden."

Gateless Gate #38: GOSO’S COW

A reddish-yellow cow passes by a window. The head and horns and the four legs go past. Why doesn’t the tail too?

Gateless Gate #39: UMMON AND A MISTAKE

A monk once asked about "The radiance shines" and so on, but before he could finish the first line Ummon interrupted him, and said, "Aren’t these the words of Chosetsu Shusai?" The monk replied, "Yes, they are," Ummon said, "You made a slip of the tongue." Afterwards, Shishin brought the matter up, and said, "Tell me, how did the monk make a slip of the tongue?"

Gateless Gate #40: ISAN’S BOTTLE

When Isan was with Hyakujo he was the tenzo. Hyakujo wanted to choose a master for Mount Daii, so he called the head monk and the rest of them, and told them that an exceptional person should go there. Then he took a water-bottle, stood it on the floor, and asked a question. "Don’t call this a water-bottle, but tell me what it is!" The head monk said, "It can’t be called a stump." Hyakujo asked Isan his opinion. Isan pushed the water bottle over with his foot. Hyakujo laughed, and said, "The head monk has lost." Isan was ordered to start the temple.

Gateless Gate #41: DARUMA’S MIND-PACIFYING

Daruma sat facing the wall. The Second Patriarch, having cut off his arm, stood there in the snow. He said, "Your disciple’s mind has no peace as yet. I beg the Teacher to give it rest." Daruma replied, "Bring your mind here and I will give it rest." The Patriarch said, "I have searched for that mind, and have not found it." Daruma said, "Then I have put it to rest."

Gateless Gate #42: BUDDHA AND THE LADY

Once, in ancient times, Manjusri went into the presence of the World-Honoured-One where all the Buddhas assembled, but they had all departed to their original dwelling-places. A single wo­man was there, close to Buddha’s throne, in the deepest meditation. Manjusri said to the Buddha, "How is it that this woman is so close to your throne, and I cannot be?" The Buddha spoke to Manjusri and said, "You may awaken this woman from her deep meditation, and ask her yourself how this can be." Manjusri walked round her three times, snapped his fingers once, (and could not wake her, so he) took her up to the Brahman Heaven, and practised all his magic art upon her, but could not bring her out of her deep medita­tion. The World-Honoured-One said, "Even a hundred thousand Manjusris could not get her out of her concentrated condition. But down below, past twelve hundred million countries, as innumerable as the sands of the Ganges, there is a Bodhisattva named Momyo. He will be able to awaken this woman from her profound meditation." Thereupon Momyo emerged out of the earth, and bowed to the World-Honoured-One, who told him what he wanted him to do. Momyo went before the woman, snapped his fingers once, and at this she came out of her meditation.

Gateless Gate #43: SHUZAN’S STAFF

Shuzan held up his shippe, and said， "You monks! If you call this a shippe you omit its reality. If you don’t call it a shippe, you go against the factuality. Tell me, all of you, what will you call it?"

Gateless Gate #44: BASHO’S STICK

Basho said to the assembled monks, "If you have a staff, I will give you one. If you have no staff, I will take it away from you."

Gateless Gate #45: HOEN’S WHO IS HE?

Hoen of Tozan said, "Shaka, Miroku, are the servants of another. Tell me, who is this "Another"?

Gateless Gate #46: SEKISO’S HUNDRED-FOOT POLE

Sekiso said, "How can you go on further from the top of a hundred-foot pole?" Again, an ancient worthy said,
"One sitting on the top of a hundred-foot pole
Has entered the Way; but is not yet the real thing.
He must go on further from the top of the
hundred-foot pole,
And reveal his true self in the ten directions."

Gateless Gate #47: TOSOTSU’S THREE BARRIERS

Tosotsu made three barriers, asking the monks:
1. Getting rid of your illusions and penetrat­ing into the truth is done by seeing into your nature.
At this moment, where is your nature?
2. When you realise what your nature is, you are free from life, free from death.
When the light of your eyes is falling, how can you be free from them?
3. If you have freed yourself from life and death, you know where you are going.
When the Four Elements separate, where are you off to?"

Gateless Gate #48: KEMPO’S WAY

A monk said to Kempo, "The Bhagavat of the ten directions have one road to Nirvana. Where, may I ask, does that road begin?" Kempo lifted up his stick, drew a line, and said, "Here". Later, the monk asked Ummon’s help. Ummon held up his fan, and said, "This fan has jumped up to the thirty third Heaven, and hit the nose of the Deity there. The Carp of the Eastern sea gives one stroke, and it rains cats and dogs."